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“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light.”"—JoHN 3: 19. 

“And the times of this tgnorance God winked at; Lut now commandeth 
all men every where to repent.”—ActTs 17: 30. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 694.] 
2:30 p.m. Singing, “Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor labor fear.” 
Prayer by Elder Jonathan G. Kimball. Singing, “Guide us, O Thou great 
Jehovab.” 


ABRAHAM OWEN WOODRUFF, 
of the Quorum of the Apostles, said he felt grateful for the favor of the 
Lord and the prosperity of the Latter-day Saints. He prayed that he 
might be guided by the Spirit of God. It gave him pleasure to listen to 
the voice of President Snow this morning. 

He desired to speak concerning the great individual responsibility in 
the Church. It is common for many in the wards and branches of the 
Church to shift responsibility from themselves to others. He felt anxious 
concerning this matter. This was especially true of the lesser quorums of 
the Priesthood. The duties of the several officers of the Church are differ- 
ent from one another, and each should take upon himself his proportion of 
responsibility. For many years past there have been no regularly active 
quorums of Priests. The lesser officers should accept every responsibility 
pertaining to their calling, that they may be worthy of advancement in 
the kingdom of God. Presidents of Stakes and Bishops of wards have 
been lenient with the officers under them. But is this right? Should the 
personal feelings of these men be permitted to influence their retention in 
office? In permitting unworthy men to remain in c ffice, presidents of 
Stakes and Bishops of wards are taking upon themselves responsibility 
which the speaker would not like to be upon himself. 

Teachers should not be retained in office who will not perform their 
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duties, who would not seek diligently for iniquity in their districts. There 
are men in position who use tea and coffee, and these men are retained in 
office. They should give up their position to those who will perform 
their duties. 

This is a serious matter and should receive our consideration. It is 
a greater honor to be an officer in the Church of God than it is to hold 
& position in any organization originated by man. 

The Lord will add to our knowledge only if we perform the duties 
required of us. We should not confine our efforts to the Sunday schools, 
but extend them to the other organizations of the Church. Progress in the 
organization of Stake and ward is of more importance than that the feelings 
of men should be spared. People should not give up when hardship comes 
upon them. There were some in the Big Horn expedition for colonization 
who felt like giving up their efforts in the new country. If we turn back 
our work will not go on; we shall lose much of the fruit of their work. 
The speaker bore a strong testimony to the truth of the Gospel. 

“The Holy City” was sweetly sung by Brother Horace Ensign. 

ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY. 

He referred to the remarks of the previous speaker. This responsibility, 
he said, does not rest upon those who belong to the quorums of the Priest- 
hood only; it rests also upon every member of the Church, man or woman. 
The condition which prevails with the First Presidency and the Quorum 
of Apostles—a unity in all matters affecting the work of God, should 
characterize every quorum of the Church. The spirit of the Priesthood is 
not to be put off at pleasure; it should influence every act of our lives. 
He feared that many had not the faith which was exercised by the framers 
of the Constitution. They believed that America had been given by God 
to the colonists, and that here God had purposed the establishment of 
liberty. Nephi declared that God had a special care over this land, and 
a later revelation says that the Constitution was an inspired document. 
He referred to the experiences of the Saints in the early days, and their 
frequent appeals to the authorities of our government. Every Latter-day 
Saint should be a prophet, and should seek the mind of the Lord on every 
matter. Latter-day Saints should not connect themselves with secret com- 
binations—the tares of the world. To be a good Saint is to be a good 
citizen. He thought that many of the Saints do not have the Spirit of God 
as they should to guide them in matters of every day concern. 

The constant duty of the Latter-day Saint is to have the Spirit of God. 
Such a man needs not to be told his further duties. He will always seek 
counsel of his brethren, and never do anything that will make him forget 
or neglect to ask God for aid. 

He wished that there were none who had spoken evil of,the government 
or the administration. These should be sustained. It is proper for us to 
sustain authority, whether religious or political. He referred to his recent 
visit to Galveston, and said he felt at the time that he would have liked to 
lift up his voice there to warn them of the judgments of God; but circum- 
stances forbade. He concluded by reading a portion of the revelation 
beginning, “The Lord hath redeemed Zion.“ 
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The choir sang the anthem, “Let the Mountains Shout for joy,” and the 
first day of conference was closed by prayer. 


SECOND DAY. 

Morning session, October 6th, 10 a.m. Choir and congregation sang the 
hymn, “Come, let us anew our journey pursue.” Prayer by Elder George 
Reynolds. Singing by the choir “Softly beams the sacred dawning.” 

PRESIDENT SNOW 

said that he wanted to say something concerning the object of our coming 
together. This is an important occasion. It is not every day that we can 
have this opportunity. But there is something for us to do besides coming 
here. We should lay aside everything of a worldly character, so that our 
minds would be fit for the reception of the word of the Lord. No advan- 
tage is gained by coming here and listening to the Elders who may address 
us, unless we exercise our faith in their behalf. He wished, therefore, that 
the Saints present would think only of the object for which they had 
gathered, and exercise their faith in behalf of the speakers, that we might 
have the necessary instructions imparted to us. It was also absolutely 
necessary that we should possess the Holy Spirit, otherwise the benefit 
which should result from the instructions would not be realized. 

Elder Anthon H. Lund, of the Council of the Apostles, was the next 
speaker this morning. He said he had been much impressed by the re- 
marks of Elder Rudger Clawson regarding the work for the dead done in 
the Temples. This glorious principle was revealed through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith in the later years of his life. There are, however, statements 
in revelations given previously concerning salvation for the dead as well 
as the living—notably the vision of the destiny of the dead, given to the 
Prophet and Sidney Rigdon. It was likewise foreshadowed in the state- 
ment of the Angel Moroni regarding the prophecy in the closing portion 
of the last chapter of Malachi, which refers to the redemption of the dead. 
So with Paul's statement in the 15th chapter, of I. Corinthians ;:—“Else 
what shall they do that are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at 
all, why then are they baptized for the dead.” The world has, however, 
been ignorant of the meaning of this scriptural statement. 

He referred interestingly to his recent visit to Palestine, and the ancient 
synagogue—in which the Savior is said to have read the Scriptures. Jesus 
there read concerning His mission, while on the earth and after he had 
left it. The part which concerned His mission after His personal minis- 
tration, while in the flesh, referred to His preaching to the spirits in prison 
who had rejected the Gospel preached by Noah. We want to impress 
upon man the necessity of repenting and accepting the Gospel. We can- 
not avoid obeying law if we would receive the blessings of salvation. We 
cannot put off the day of repentance. 

He referred to the necessity of gathering genealogy. The Saints should 
be diligent in this matter. There is a Genealogical Society among the 
Saints, which already has about 400 genealogical volumes in its library. 
The society has agents in several nations, notably in Germany, Switzer- 
land, Great Britain, the Eastern States, etc., where opportunities are 


— — — — 


708 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


offered for gathering genealogy. Every one who wishes to collect names 
should belong to this society. He thought it necessary that the Elders 
of the Church keep diaries, and that the Church historians have access to 
these books. He desired to emphasize this fact because we are a history 
making people. 

There is another matter which it is necessary for our brethren to know, 
namely: the religion classes. A new treatise explaining the outline of a 
manual has been issued. It is necessary for our children to be educated 
religiously, to get that training which they cannot obtain at the district 
echools, and which we cannot fully give them at home. 

“My shepherd is the Lord my God,” was sung by Miss Luella Ferrin. 

Elder Marriner W. Merrill, of the Council of Apostles, was next speaker. 
He had heard it remarked that it paid many people to come here from 
a long distance to hear the singing. The conference supplies many wants. 
We are here to learn what will be of use to us at home. There is a lack of 
faith on the part of a portion of the Latter-day Saints. An improvement, 
however, is in progress. We have an organization which was not origin- 
ated by man. It was given by the Lord. It has many branches, all of 
which are useful in their places. There are many parents who do not 
give their children the training they need. They prefer to turn them over 
to the organizations of che Church. Some young people have been heard 
to say that their fathers had never taught them to pray. 

The teachers of the Church, in some instances, fail to exercise the func- 
tions of that office. Their sphere does not relate exclusively to spiritual 
matters, but likewise material affairs. 

The speaker here related incidents in relation to a reformation which 
occurred among this class of officers. The late Jedediah M. Grant took a 
prominent part in this reformatory movement. He brought the teachers 
toge ther—many of them young men—and called upon them to pray, that 
he might learn whether they had the spirit of prayer. 

It is the duty of the teachers to talk to the people upon all profitable 
subjects, and to pray with them. By this means the Saints are instructed. 
Where there are invalids in the homes of the people the teachers should 
comfort and bless them. The principle of tithing should be taught to the 
Saints in their homes; they should be advised to attend meetings, for the 
teachers should see that they “meet often together.” No matter how 
isolated they may be they should be looked after. There is no need that 
apy member of the Church should be overlooked by the officials. If the 
members are neglected the Lord will hold us responsible. These details 
should be attended to in every ward and Stake in the Church. The leading 
officers should meet often together and consult upon the spiritual and 
temporal needs of the Saints. If this be done there will always be some- 
thing interesting to consider. These questions are important to the com- 
munity. It is stated in one of the revelations that a man like unto Moses 
is to be raised up to deliver us from bondage. “I do not know but that 
this man may be President Snow. At least he is working to get us out of 
bondage.” The speaker concluded by invoking the blessing of the Lord 


upon the people. 
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Elder John W. Taylor desired that the spirit of truth would direct his 
mind. What has been given here thus far, he said, was true. This was 
one of the best conferences that he had attended. He quoted the words 
of Jesus to the Apostle Peter when the latter asked Him who He was. 
Here was an instance of one man, at least, who had been given the power 
of binding and loosing in heaven and earth. President Snow had been 
given this power. Abraham was also given power to bless the children of 
men, and this blessing was recognized by heaven. Many other prophets 
had been given this privilege, and the blessings which they gave have 
been recognized by the Lord. 

The Patriarch of the Church in our own day—Brother John Smith—has 
the power of blessing the Saints. The office of Patriarch is not respected 
as it should be by many. 

He referred to the spirit which some of the officers of the Church have 
that they ought not to be released from any office or calling to which they 
have been appointed. It is proper that Bishops of wards or Presidents of 
Stakes be released when they are wanted elsewhere; and when they think 
otherwise, they show incapacity for other offices. Occasionally men are 
released from other positions to be ordained Patriarchs, and it is not right 
that they should think this a slight honor. The office of Patriarch is an 
eminent one, and many men have been Patriarchs. He has the divinely 
given power of blessing. The power of giving blessings which shall be 
binding in time and eternity is given to every Patriarch in the Church. 

But it must not be forgotten that every blessing will be realized only. 
when we fulfil the conditions upon which that blessing is predicated. 
Hence, he thought it necessary for the Patriarchs to give their blessings 
upon the condition that the persons on whom they are bestowed keep the 
commandments of God. 

The choir sang the anthem, Jesus, I my cross have taken.” Benediction 
by Elder Rulon 8. Wells. 

[ro BE CONTINUED]. 


— — — 


EVERY DAY HEROES. 


Ir is customary with the apologists for militarism to defend their position 
on the ground that wars bring into prominence the “best qualities” of 
human beings—meaning thereby bravery and the other virtues that go to 
make up heroism. 

It is true that a situation, in which life is at stake every hour of the day, 
necessarily reveals the metal of which the character is made, and if this is 
good, it will be seen. But if it is bad, that, too, will be apparent. When 
the different material is cast into the fiery furnace to be tested, the fire 
that passess over the precious stones, the gold and the silver, will surely 
consume the wood, straw and rubbish. Wars do not originate noble 
qualities, they give an opportunity for their display whenever they do exist. 

But wars are by no means necessary for the calling forth of the qualities 
of heroism. In numerous instances during times of peace men and women 
are called upon to perform acts as brave as any ever recorded from a battle 
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field. Why are not, for instance, the working-men that enter the bowels 
of the earth after disaster, in search for wounded, or dead victims, and 
who work away for hours and hours without food and without rest, 
expecting neither fame nor reward, as worthy of a name among heroes as 
those who fought in a war and killed human beings? And the plain, 
every-day American laborer? He may struggle along day by day, often 
against odds, simply doing his duty to his family, hiding bravely the 
wounds and scars received in the daily battle for life. Why should he 
not be regarded as one of the heroes of this country of brave men and 
women? 

Then there are missionaries that bravely leave everything dear to them 
on earth and go out among strangers. Some of them are called upon to 
face persecution, hatred, contumely, perhaps violence at the hands of mobs. 
They face the storm voluntarily, rather than to turn back and receive the 
reward of the world. Do they not deserve a place among a nation’s heroes? 
Why are not the soldiers of the Cross as worthy of a wreath as those of 
the sword? 

It has been possible to keep nations under the rule of militarism, because 
it has been presented in the grandest colors, the theme of poets and the 
objects of the panegyrics of historians. But that time is rapidly passing. 
People do not worship at the altar of Mars, as generally as formerly. The 
principles of the Gospel are slowly, but surely, making their way among 
the nations of the earth, and the final outcome will be that the art of war 
will be among the achievements of a “past and barbarous” civilization. 
There is no reason why, in the future, militarism should not be classed 
with cannibalism, as one of the characteristics of a comparatively low 
culture. Holy Writ is authority for the hope that it will be abolished, 
and the general trend of events in the world indicate that the end of 
it is approaching. 


— — TD2—j———— 


Sr. Saviour’s AT Moscow. — Twelve million dollars is a large sum to 
expend in building a single church, but the new cathedral of Moscow cost 
more than that sum. It has been nearly half a century in constructing, 
but the wonder is not that the time is so long, but rather that it has been 
so short. Very few of the famous cathedrals of the world have been erected 
and completed within the limits of a single lifetime. Wars have inter- 
rupted the building, or funds have failed at times, in most such cases. 

The great cathedral of St. Saviour’s is erected as a memorial of the 
deliverance of Russia from Napoleon Bonaparte, in 1812. Less than three 
months after the retreat of the French the Emporer Alexander I. issued 
a decree that the church should be built, and a few years later the 
foundations were laid. 

Jobbery is the curse of all Russian government work, and after those 
who had this matter in hand had spent and squandered about three million 
dollars, the church was abandoned, a new site selected, and the work was 
begun all over again. 

The work of laying the foundations of the great structure was completed 
in July, 1838. It took twenty years to erect the building and cover it in, 
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and the scaffolding was taken down in 1858. This scaffolding alone cost 
two hundred thousand dollars. 

Since that time the interior has been nearly finished and the cathedral 
will soon be consecrated. It is a wonderful structure, with five great 
gilded copper cupolas, surmounted by crosses, the central one of which 
stands three hundred and forty feet from the ground. 

The whole building is faced with marble, and the interior is pronounced 
the most exquisite in its decoration in Europe. There are magnificent 
paintings, elegant windows, costly candelabra, and the floor and walls are 
inlaid with many varieties of marble in the best taste. 

One hardly knows whether to be more astonished at the grandeur of 
the edifice or at its exceeding richness. For there is hardly anything in 
the world to equal the gorgeous splendor of the altar and its accompani- 
ment; and yet one is startled to hear that the cathedral covers seventy- 
three thousand square feet, and will accommodate comfortably in its 
central area—for it is in the form of a Greek cross—ten thousand worshipers. 

The bells for this church cost seventy-five thousand dollars; the largest 
weighs twenty-six tons. and the smallest only thirty pounds. There are 
a great many bells, as there always are in Russian churches. 

Only by the resources of an empire ruled as Russia is, by a single will, 
could such a church have been built within so short a time. 


— —— — — - 


GENIUS AND HEREDITY.—Does the first-born have the best of it from 
the start? According to Professor Axenfeld all the men of genius are 
first-born sons. He says that eminent persons can be also the second or 
third children of a family, but a fourth, fifth and sixth child will never be 
a great light. After a sixth child, the rest way again become men of 
talent. This is a terrible discovery. The poor fourth, fifth or sixth sons, 
‘as they have no chance of having brains, are not worth giving a high 
education, and will make very mediocre husbands! Professor Axenfeld 
quotes names to prove his theory, all mixed up any way: Luther, Schopen- 
hauer, Francesco d’Assisi, Catherine of Medici, Guizot, Dante, Rafael, 
Leonardi da Vinci, Perugino, Luigi Gonzaga, St. Benedict, Charlemagne, 
Alexander the Great, Boccaccio, Confucius, Heine, Goethe, La Bruyére, 
Ariosto, Campanella, Mohammed, d’Alembert, Shelley, Goldoni, Cantu, 
Christine of Sweden, Buckle, Buffon, Talleyrand, Milton, Byron, Leopardi, | 
Moliére, Carlyle, Rossini were all first-born or only sons. Beethoven, 
Michael Angelo, Rousseau, Cuvier, Pascal and Garibaldi were second sons. 
But there have been other famous men in the world. Cannot somebody 
produce some comfort for the late-comers in a family Public Opinion. 


ALTHOUGH church bells were probably introduced from the East into 
England in early Saxon times, the oldest now known to exist dates from 
1296, and hangs in the Church at Claughton, in Lancashire. The largest 
bells in England are “Great Paul,” at St. Paul's, weighing 16} tons; “Big 
Ben,“ at Westminster, 134 tons; Great Peter,” at York, 121 tons; “Mighty 
Tom,” of Oxford, 73 tons, and Great Tom,” of Lincoln, weighing two tons 
less. All of these bells are too heavy to be “rung.” 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1900. 


— 


“LIVING EPISTLES,” (2). 


THERE was no desire in our last to contrast the grace and courtliness of 
society or classes, rather was it to intimate that there is in humanity of 
itself that feeling of deference towards others, the base of which is little 
understood. President Young once said, “that he always had a feeling of 
awe come over him in looking into the faces of his fellows.” He realized, 
through revealment, the sublime origin of man as a child of Deity, as the 
offspring of the Gods, as brother of the same Father, and in all bis inter- 
course with them he became the suave, considerate, deferential man, and 
the embodiment of those qualities and characteristics which are associated 
with Holy men and Prophets. His dignified presence, his sympathetic 
tone, his gracious urbanity were surely the product of the inner rule of 
that Divine spirit, given in obedience to law, and partly in response to 
tens of thousands of prayers. He received, in this way, communion with 
the heavens, and even the stranger had to question, “Whence, then, hath 
this man all this wisdom,” this majesty and this grace? 

The present President of the Church exhibits this affability, this repose 
and dignity which his predecessors had. A gentlemanly outsider who 
reported an interview lately with the Prophet, was struck by this feature, 
as expressed in the face and bearing of the man of God. 

What these men and others may have had to overcome we know not, 
how many a mental and spiritual struggle they passed through ere they ac- 
quired this poise, we may not know, it only concerns us to understand that 
there is a training which is effective without hereditary force, an education 
which comes not from the schools of man, it generates in the whole ex- 
terior that glow and trust which is undisturbed by the storms and cyclones 
of a fretful life. The spirituelle of such is apparent to the poorest observer, 
and the thinker utilizes that scriptural illustration of insight, which said 
of the Apostles that “they had been with Jesus.” 

Another illustration is found in the appearance of many of our well- 
known, devoted sisters at home. They, with the brethren, move and live 
in this atmosphere of peace and rest. The aroma or odor of sanctity, of | 
holiness, of consecration is around them continuously. Gentle words, 
loving attention, the very essence of charity and goodwill exhales from 
them as in the different departments of sanctified work they pursue “the 
even tenor of their way.” Self-abnegation is their life, to live for others 
is their creed, and no employment in earth or heaven is so grandly ex- 
hilarating as to go about doing good. 
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This gracious influence is the result of a cultured spirit, chastened, 
subdued, enlightened and perennial, it is the triumph of Gospel truth and 
light, “new creatures” are they sure enough, and while perchance they are 
more susceptible than the untutored and inexperienced brethren who 
came out into the missionary field, yet we are confronted all the time with 
evidences in them of the same divine afflatus. Mental and spiritual de- 
velopment are inseparable from single-eyed, whole-hearted devotion and 
labor in this wonderful field, the rudeness and crudeness of “callow” youth 
becomes superseded by gentleness, modesty, humility, faith, and in a few 
brief months there is exhibited a sobriety of demeanour, a sense of re- 
sponsibility, the evidences of mental action, and the efflorescence of 
spiritual culture. 

The dignity of the Priesthood dawns upon the awakened soul, the love 
of souls kindles in the eye, the spirit of decision gives life to the once lag- 
gard step, the desire to work for God and man becomes the inspiring 
thought. Development surprises its subject, and creates comment from 
observers, example is seen to be a potent factor in success, obedience to 
law tells on the physical man, restraint becomes easier, refinement grows 
apace; control is the aim of life, and to be “a living epistle” is the dream 
and finally the beautiful reality. Every faculty is called into play, order 
is seen to be eternal, purity is found to be imperative, prayer is a privilege, 
fasting is often a panacea, and thoughtful, helpful consideration for all 
men is the testimony that self is being understood. 

The Saints, faithful to the holy light of the Gospel, overlook the dis 
parity between themselves and others; they estimate by character and 
not by wealth or social position ; to be poor, or the victim of circumstances 
is seen to be no discredit. The dignity of human nature asserts itself in 
humility and without effrontery, as without jealousy and envy; glimpses 
of divine rule and purpose flash across the horizon of thought, and an 
overruling hand once but darkly seen becomes as luminous as if it were 
the noonday sun. 

Progress, transformation, regeneration is determined by the love of the 
Truth, by the power of the Spirit, by obedience to the Gospel. Stealthily, 
silently these invisible forces of spiritual life play upon the thought and 
life, until each one in his or her turn becomes “a living epistle known and 
read of all men.” Common acts are glorified because done in the name of 
Christ, and great ones are possible, for as Paul said, “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengtheneth me.” The Kingdom of God is indeed 
come to sucb, without observation as a whole, perchance, but in the long 
run every one “is as a city set on a hill, which cannot be hid,” or to repeat 
again our caption, he or she is beyond all controversy, “a living epistle,” 
countersigned of the eternal spirit—a passport to exaltation and eternal life. 

N. 


LIBERALITY.—On reading the report of the Conference House dedication 
in London, Mr. J. O. Roberts, of the Ramsden Co., Liverpool, kindly donated 
one guinea as an evidence of sympathy with the cause. 

Elder Henry Wallace, of Salt Lake City, on leaving for home generously 
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tendered a liberal donation towards the expense fund at 42.“ Both these 
donors have our hearty thanks, for they are among those who, to use an 
oft-quoted expression, “do good by stealth and blush to find it known.” 


— — — — — 


Mr. Henry WooLLAcorr and his wife, from Los Angeles, California, 
U.S., called at “42” prior to sailing for home and purchased for their mother, 
Sister Eliza Woollacott, an India paper, morocco bound, highest price 
“Book of Mormon” and “Book of Covenants” in combination. No more 
satisfactory present from a son to his mother could be taken from Old 
England, than the sacred books indicated, Sister Woolacott being a life- 
long faithful member and worker in the Church, and in the Temple, Salt 
Lake City, where we have been privileged to meet her. There is a very 
fine branch of the Church in Los Angeles, and the success of the Elders 
there has been, in great part, owing to the indefatigable labors of this 
brave, little woman, and to the liberality of Mr. Henry Woollacott, our 
visitor, who has for years provided a meeting-house without fee or reward, 
and has always befriended the Elders, though neither he or his wife make 
any claim to membership in the Church, but the Lord has often heard the 
prayers of a faithful mother, and in any case our old townsman and friend 
is sure of his reward. The family originally belonged to the 14th Ward. 
Brother Woollacott Senr., was a worker on the Temple block 50 years ago. 
Their location was next door to our old friend Wm. Eddington, and to 
Sister Woollacott we were indebted for favors on the birth of our first- 
born, now a man of family and old enough to be a grandfather. We wish 
the pleasant couple a safe journey from this land of clouds and rain to 
their sunny home in the unmistakable land of fruit and flowers. 


— — 


PRESIDENT JAMES L. McMurgin left on the 3rd inst. alone for con- 
ferences in Newcastle, Glasgow and Belfast. Owing to indisposition 
President Lyman reluctantly remained at home, but with improvement 
may reach one or both of the last mentioned gatherings, otherwise Brother 
McMurrin is “a tower of strength” in himself, and we prophecy good 
times in each place, as “the spirit is willing” even if “the flesh is weak.” 


Notice.—A few clean copies of STAR number 38, current volume, wanted 
at this office. Presidents of conferences please forward. 


CierKs of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their services for publication as soon as possible after the close thereof. 


RELEASES.—Elder Samuel B. Tenney has been honorably released from 
the Newcastle Conference to return home on the s.s. Commonwealth, leav- 
ing Liverpool November 29th inst. 
Elder D. C. Eccles has been honorably released from the Scottish Con- 
ference to return home at his pleasure after November 15th inst. 


TRANSFERS.—The following Elders have been transferred from the New- 
castle Conference to labor as follows: Geo. H. Toone to the Birmingham; 
M. C. Rigby to the Manchester; F. B. Williams to the Welsh, and Zenos 
Whittaker to the Norwich Conferences. 
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InIsH ConrerRENCcCE Notice.—The Irish Conference of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on Sunday, November 18th, 
1900, in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast. Services commence 
at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6: 30 p. m. A hearty welcome i is extended to all. 


— — — — 
— — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDEN CE. 


PRESIDENT A. H. SonuLruzes favors us with a very encouraging letter 
dated Berlin, October 23, in regard to the German Mission. He says: 

“T have just returned from my trip among the branches, and am thank- 
ful to say that I found everything in a good condition. The reports given 
in Priesthood meetings were the best J ever listened to, and the prospects 
have never been better. 

“Elder H. M. Law has been — to labor in Hungaria with Elder 
M. Markow. He will leave here in about ten days. 

“Your letter regarding our Elders traveling without purse or scrip” is 
also at hand and appreciated. The sermon delivered by President G. Q. 
Cannon on the subject seems to have made quite an impression on the 
brethren. In our Priesthood meetings the subject was quite extensively 
discussed. The spirit seems to have come on them all at once to go out 
and try to preach the Gospel in that way. We are gaining more liberty 
right along, and we felt to encourage the brethren in this undertaking, 
especially in those parts where we have freedom to preach and to tract. 
About half of our Elders are now out in that way. They still have their 
rooms, but go out on a from one to four weeks’ tour, and then return to 
rest up, report their labors, etc.; meantime one or two remain in the 
branch looking after branch affairs, so that no work in hand will be 
neglected. Some have already returned and say they got along fine, and 
are thankful that they are permitted to work this way. I have arranged 
personally to go out on a two weeks’ trip with one of the brethren, as I 
desire to gain some of that valuable experience myself. We want to do 
away with the idea that it costs from ten to twenty dollars per month to 
fulfil a mission in Germany, and we have encouraged our Elders to reduce 
their expenses as much as possible. On my trip I learned upon enquiry 
that the average expense for living is only about 23 marks, or $5.60, (last 
year it was 38 marks). Our brethren who exhibit this faith and courage 
need the prayers of all their brethren throughout the mission, that they 
may be successful in this undertaking, as we feel that it can be done in 
most parts, and that where it can it should be. 

„Jam glad to be able to report that all the Eers are in good health 
and spirits. We have a great deal of work on hand with our new Tracts, 
new Hymn Book, Sunday School Hymn Book and Ready References, 
which I feel as if I should like to finish. 

“Three good, earnest men, Elders Scoville, Wilson and Ashton, asked for 
the privilege of remaining in the mission a little longer than the usual 
time, as they are enjoying itso much. All the brethren are doing a good 
work and enjoying it more than they used to do, so [ suppose it is all right 
to keep them a little longer.” 
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NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


Tue Newcastle Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints was held in the New Assembly Rooms, Shields Road, 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Sunday, November 4th, 1900, President F. 
A. Mitchell presiding. 

There were present: President James L. McMurrin of the European 
Presidency; Sisters Mary Frame, Josephine Booth, Edith Penfold and 
Elders D. C. Eccles and Heber Holland of the Scottish Conference; Elder 
Fred. C. Evans of the Leeds Conference; Elder Joseph Holland of the 
Birmingham Conference, and all the Traveling Elders and Lady Mission- 
aries of the Newcastle Conference. 

The morning exercises commenced by singing Hail to the brightness of 
Zion’s glad morning.” Prayer by Elder Samuel B. Tenney. Singing, 
„Earth with her ten thousand flowers.” 

President Fred. A. Mitchell made a few opening remarks welcoming all 
to Conference, after which President McMurrin spoke upon the Authorities 
of the Church, and the necessity and privilege of sustaining the same. 

The statistical report for the past six months was then read as follows: 
Missionaries from Zion—High Priesis 1; Seventies, 23; Lady Missionaries, 
2. Local Priesthood—Elders, 24; Priests, 7; Teachers, 12; Deacons, 8; 
members, 314; children under eight years of age, 91; total number of 
souls, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 456. Tracts distributed—from 
door to door, 45,760; at open-air meetings or otherwise, 5,475. Books 
distributed—sold, 1,907; loaned, 402; given away, 170. Strangers’ houses 
visited—with first tract only, 12,322; by first invitation, 518; by re-invi- 
tation, 1,018. Gospel conversations, 3,023. Meetings held—hall, 318; 
cottage, 72; out-door, 166; Sunday school sessions, 109; M. I. A. meetings, 
6; Bible classes, 7; Priesthood meetings, 15. Baptisms—new members, 31; 
children of members, 13. Confirmations, 44. Ordinations, 6. Children 
blessed—of Church members, 11; of non-members, 5. Emigrated—over 
eight years of age, 5; under eight years of age, 2. Died—over eight years 
of age, 1; under eight years of age, 1. Removed, 2. New subscribers for 
the Bran 19. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the European 
Mission were then unanimously sustained. Elder Fred. A. Mitchell was 
unanimously sustained as President of the Newcastle Conference, together 
with the Traveling Elders and Lady Missionaries in their respective dis- 
tricts as follows: Newcastle—H. B. Parrish, Samuel H. Webster and Sister 
Emily P. Parrish; Carlisle—David Penman and L. S. Pond, Jr.; Halt- 
whistle—Moroni Jessop and Joseph A. White; Middlesbrough—Frank 
Jacobs, Andrew J. Poulsen and Sister Alice Jacobs; Stockton Henry 
Bolingbroke and Wilford W. Snyder; Darlington—M. C. Rigby and C. E. 
Snell ; Hartlepool—George P. Jones and Richard H. Spencer ; Sunderland— 
George O. Webb and Joseph Webb; Shields and Hebburn—Cbristopher 
Holland and C. A. Hall; Gateshead, Pelton and Crook—Parley F. Smith. 
Elders F. B. Williams, Zenos Whittaker and George H. Toone were not 
assigned districts on account of being transferred to other conferences; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 717 


also Elder S. B. Tenney was not assigned on account of having received 
his release to return home. 

Elders Zenos Whittaker, George H. Toone, F. B. Williams, M. C. Rigby 
and Joseph Holland each bore faithful testimonies to the restoration of 
the Gospel. 

2:30 p.m. Usual opening exercises. Elder S. B. Tenney was the first 
speaker, and he spoke very forcibly on the first principles of the Gospel, 
and the goodness of God to him. 

Sisters Mary Frame and Edith Penfold spoke for a short time, and bore 
their testimonies to the truthfulness of the Gospel. 

President Fred. A. Mitchell occupied the remainder of the time speaking 
upon the work accomplished in this conference during the past six months. 

6 p.m. Usual opening exercises. Elder D. C. Eccles was the first 
speaker, and he spoke upon the gifts of the Spirit which follow the true 
believers in Jesus Christ. 

Sisters Josephine Booth and Emily P. Parrish each bore faithful testi- 
monies to the restoration of the Gospel, and said vane were proud to be 
numbered among the Latter-day Saints. 

President James L. McMurrin occupied the remainder 40 the time speak 
ing principally upon the first principles of the Gospel. 

There was a large attendance of both Saints and strangers at all three 
meetings, and a good spirit prevailed throughout. 

The Priesthood Meeting was held at the Conference House on Monday, 
where the reports of the labors of the Elders was heard, and valuable and 
important instructions were given by Presidents McMurrin and Mitchell. | 

F. B. Witurams, Clerk of the Conference. 


A NEW SECT. 


THE latest addition to the numerous religious sects of the world is the 
New Age Church, whose founder is a Rev. Abraham Rihbany, late pastor 
of a Congregational Church at Morencie, Mich. 

The gentleman was born in Syria. He came to this country a poor boy, 
but managed to obtain a good education, whereupon he entered the minis- 
try. He is spoken of as a good linguist, and is very zealous in his work. 

What the tenets of this new sect will be is not known as yet. The 
gentleman is said to be in communication with influential men about the 
reform movement. Mr. Rihbany himself states that his object is “not to 
plunge into unprofitable theological controversies, but to feed the mul- 
titude; that the plain people want not old or new dogmas, but living, 
practical and useable truths that touch everyday life and work and heart 
and needs.” He also promises to publish a new edition of the Bible, 
“where its pure and lofty ethical teachings will be separate and dis- 
tinguished from its legendary lore.” 

From this it may be inferred that he is about to found a church on the 
basis of the alleged discoveries of the so-called “higher criticism.” If this 
is correct, his experiment is of the greatest interest. It will demonstrate 
the power of that product of rationalism. What the influence of Christian- 
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ity has been through the ages is seen in the world’s history ; what “higher 
criticism” can do is not yet clear. The influence of the Church founded 
by revelation from God is a historical fact, a “New Age Church,” built 
after a conference with influential men,” is, in spite of numerous experi- 
ments, considerably less advanced than navigation in the air. 

“Higher criticism” claims that the history of the people of Israel begins 
with Moses. All patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, down to Joshua, 
are held to be legendary characters, and their history is to be understood 
allegorically. The poetically inclined people of the Orient were ac- 
customed to clothe their religious ideas in such personal forms. Paul, it is 
admitted, treated them as historical persons, but they say he was mistaken, 
and that so was our Savior. The Hexateuch, as they call the first six 
books in the Bible, was written, according to the “higher” critics, in the 
centuries from 1400 to 400 B.c. It contains nothing, we are told, written 
by Moses, and consists of three law books and two books of legendary 
histories. The earliest laws are found in Deuteronomy, introduced 621 B. o. 
for the Jews. The second is found in Exodus and Leviticus, introduced 
by Ezra in 444 for the Jewish congregation in Jerusalem. The three 
historical books, inclusive of Joshua, were completed about 400 B. o. 

They have even discovered that Genesis is a combination of two distinct 
narratives blended together by some unskilled editor, at some time during 
the centuries mentioned. And on this theory, which places the earliest 
heroes of sacred history among the myths of antiquity, and which makes 
the Bible a product of pious fraud, it is proposed to build a church. 

Before that criticism goes any farther, it should reply to the question 
propounded for its benefit by W. W. Evarts, in the August number of the 
Homiletic Review. He points out that inscribed on tablets unearthed at 
Babylon—of a date 1,000 years earlier than the writings ascribed to the 
alleged two authors of Genesis—has been found narrative almost exactly 
corresponding to that in Genesis as we find it in our common Bibles. The 
query is raised: How does it happen that such a correspondence exists, if 
as is claimed, the alleged blending of two variant narratives took place 
1,700 years after the Babylonian tablets were prepared! 

Does this not show that higher criticism has taken too much for granted? 
The pitcher is broken at the very threshold, and its contents are spilt on 
the ground. There is nothing left for the entertainment of immortal souls 
who stand in need of something whereupon to live by that faith which is 
a power for righteousness and eternal exaltation.— Deseret News. 


— — — ũ — — — — — — 


THE law of Sweden compels you to eat while you drink intoxicating liquor. 


The soil is so rich in China that the farms are generally very small. 
Indeed it is estimated that a square mile is capable of supporting a popu- 
lation of nearly four thousand persons. 


There is no lack of theoretical reformers in the world, those who can 
tell others how to do, but who are perfect failures so far as setting a 
practical example goes. The world seldom follows the advice of theorists, 
until some one puts the idea into practice. Universal Republic. 
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The first glimpse we get of Saxon blood in history is that line of Tacitus 
which reads: “In all grave matters we consult our women.” Years hence, 
when robust Saxon sense has flung away Jewish superstition and Eastern 
prejudice, and put under its foot fastidious scholarship and squeamish 
fashion, some second Tacitus from the valley of the Mississippi will answer 
to him of the seven hills: In all grave matters we consult our women.” 


EpucaTion.—We talk about education, say much about it, and yet think 
so little about it that we are really bringing up a generation on the 
supposition that all they have to do is sit still and be like pitchers put 
under a pump until the proper material was pumped into them. Sucha 
conception of education is, of course, absolutely misleading. The only 
education a person really gets is what they give themselves. 


That several East London parishes contain a Jewish population is 
generally known. It is not so generally known that young Jews and 
Jewesses freely attend Christian Sunday Schools, when they are invited to 
doso. The Rev. J. Basil Rust, of All Saints’, Buxton Street, writes to say 
that he has now so many Jewish pupils in his schools that he will have to 
refuse admission to new ones unless he can increase his staff of teachers. 
He asks for volunteers for the work. 


An entire town has recently been discovered in the dominions of the 
Czar, of the existence of which no one seems to have had any idea. Deep 
in the forests of the Ural lies a flourishing city, the inhabitants of which 
speak a curious language of their own, and seem to form a sort of ideal 
commonwealth, in which taxes and taxgatherers, among other troublesome - 
things, are unheard of. There are people living among us who, in these 
days of heavy taxation, would be happy if such a state of things prevailed 
in this country. : 

Is the Bible going out of fashion? The question would seem to be more 
than pertinent so far as the United States is concerned, for, according to 
the most trustworthy accounts, in spite of the great reduction in the price, 
the demand for the Holy Book has decreased so that over 400,000 Jess 
Bibles and Testaments are sent out now by the American Bible Society 
than were sent out five years ago. Indeed, the money receipts of the 
Society have fallen off nearly one-half, and, according to the dictum of a 
private publisher, “there is no money in Bibles.” Concurrently with this 
state of affairs it is stated that the American Society, which has been the 
great means of distributing the Bible in the United States for three. 
quarters of a century, is contemplating the sale of its premises, and trans- 
ferring the business to some country place where property is cheaper. 
The question has been gravely asked, “In how many families now is the 
Bible read as a part of daily devotional exercise, though formerly it was 
used thus in every Protestant household of this town?” The question 
would be worth asking even in England.— Liverpool Post. 


AvuTUMN IN UtTaH.—Blue skies, purplish hues of atmosphere and moun- 
tains blending with vivid yellow and scarlet, of turning leaves and golden 
sunshine, with airs tinged with Indian summer’s blended warmth and 
coolness have made the days of the past week a dream of delight—their 


